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SOUTHERN lLLiNOIS VIRTUAL TRADE MISSION TO SOUTH AMERICA

| SEPTEMBER 20™ — OcTOBER 15™, 2021: PERU, COLOMBIA, CHILE |

WHY SOUTH AMERICA?

% A region with 397 million potential customers who collectively imported over $121 billion of U.S. goods
in 2019.

% A natural commercial partner of the United States, tied closely together by geography, history, and
culture, with a growing younger population, highly receptive to U.S. products and services.

#+ Aresilient region, called “engine for growth” by financial experts, as countries remain focused on
expanding and modernizing their economies, implementing stimulus programs to confront the
pandemic and reenergize their global trade.

#+ The Comunidad Andina de Naciones (Andean Community), made up of Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia

and Chile (Associate), is one of the safest trade blocs in the world. The U.S. is their largest trade partner,

responsible for half of their total trade.

B2B ecommerce growth is speeding up dramatically.

According to the World Bank Group’s Doing Business 2020 study, countries in this region are adopting

PRS

more business-friendly reforms, especially in the mining, oil, manufacturing and agricultural sectors.

WHY PERuU? ABOUT THE VIRTUAL TRADE MISSION
Peru continues to be the fastest-growing and most stable economy in The lllinois SBDC International Trade Center at SIUE (ITC)
South America. Its economy is expected to grow 11% when it bounces continues offering virtual services during these ongoing
back from the impacts of Covid-19. Peru has multiple free trade challenging times and invites the small business community
agreements, including the U.S-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement (PTPA), in lllinois to participate in our 2021 Virtual Trade Mission to
which entered into force in 2009. Prudent macroeconomic and fiscal South America.
policies, openness to trade and a growing middle class are key factors
that make Peru one of the best places for business in South America. This will be a non-travel opportunity to keep your

international business efforts moving forward. Explore

this dynamic region and gain exclusive access to potential
partners and customers in 3 key markets by participating in
assisted virtual meetings with qualified prospects.

WHyY COLOMBIA?
Colombia is the 4th largest economy in Latin America and has the third-
largest population. Steady economic growth prior to Covid-19 made
Colombia one of Latin America’s more attractive destinations for exports The ITC will lead this mission, in partnership with experienced

and investment. The U.S. is Colombia’s number one trading partner in in-country consultants, the U.S. Department of Commerce
exports and imports, in part due to the 2012 Trade Promotion and the Southwestern lllinois Trade and Investment Council,
Agreement (over 80% of U.S. exports now enter Colombia duty-free). with financial support of the CARES Act.
The virtual trade mission will include:
?
WHY CHILE? e Initial consultation and assessment
Chile has been one of Latin America’s fastest-growing economies in e  Market research
recent decades and is considered the most stable, transparent and e  Pre-matchmaking business briefings

competitive country in Latin America. In the 2020 Global
Competitiveness Index published by the World Economic Forum, Chile
was 1st in Latin America. A solid trade agreement with the U.S., an
educated and relatively wealthy population, make Chile as the ideal
gateway country through which U.S. companies begin or expand
operations in Latin America.

e Complete mission planning

e Customized online business appointments

e  Webinar training covering business culture and how
to conduct successful virtual meetings in S. America

e Complete virtual meeting support (hosting, note-
taking, interpretation services)

e Detailed post-mission review & report /Follow-ups

REGISTRATION AND QUESTIONS

Silvia Torres Bowman Gain market insights, make industry contacts, identify

Director, lllinois SBDC International Trade Center at SIUE potential customers & partners. NOW is your opportunity to

Phone: 618-650-2452 618-650-3851 .
il si : p lay the groundwork to start or expand your sales in these
: @ . . .
Email: sitorre@siue E? Y . . promising markets and stay ahead of your competitors!
Web: http://www.siue.edu/business/itc
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SOUTHERN lLLiNOIS VIRTUAL TRADE MISSION TO SOUTH AMERICA

SEPTEMBER 20™ —27™, 2021: Peru, CoLoMBIA, CHILE

PARTICIPATION FEE - AGREEMENT

Registration Deadline is July 16", All industry sectors welcome. Priority will be given to small businesses located in the southern

Illinois region.

Participation fee: ONLY $250. Covers all services described in previous page for TWO FULL DAYS of customized, pre-arranged one-

on-one virtual meetings with prospective business partners based on your criteria for ONE COUNTRY (services valued at $1,800).

Funding made possible through the Federal CARES Act.

Participation fee for each additional country: $900/day/company*

* ISTEP funding is available to eligible small businesses to offset participation costs by 50-75%. For details and eligibility requirements
visit: https://www.siue.edu/business/itc/istep.shtml

COMPANY NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: FAX:

CONTACT: TITLE:

E-MAIL: WEBSITE:

INDUSTRY- PRODUCT DESCRIPTION:

As a duly authorized representative of the above-named company/organization, | have read, understand and agree to the
following terms necessary to be a participant in the 2021 Virtual Trade Mission to South America:

e Registration Fee: $250.00 at time of sign-up (Check payable to “SIUE”)

e All mission members must provide information on the results attained through participation in this trade mission.
“Results” can be current and future sales, dealings transacted or agreements signed, as an outcome of attending the trade
mission. This information will be held in strictest confidence. Any data collected will only be recorded in aggregate form.

e In the event of self-withdrawal from participation for this trade mission, the registered company will be subject to
forfeiture of the sign-up fee.

Authorized Representative (Print) Signature

Title Date

U.S. Small Business Administration
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