
Fun
 Facts About

Fun
 Facts About

Your I-20Your I-20
It’s Your Student
Visa's Best Friend‌

Y O U  C A N ’ T  A P P LY  F O R  A N  F - 1  V I S A
W IT H O UT  A N  I - 2 0 .  T H I N K  O F  IT  L I K E  Y O U R
O F F I C I A L  I NV ITAT I O N  L E T T E R  T O  ST U DY  I N
T H E  U . S . ,  S I G N E D  B Y  Y O U R  S C H O O L  A N D

V E R I F I E D  B Y  S E V I S .

The I-20 Has a
Birthday 🎂‌
PA G E  1  O F  Y O U R  I - 2 0  H A S  A

“ P R O G R A M  STA R T  D AT E . ”  T H AT ’ S  T H E
O F F I C I A L  " B I R T H D AY "  O F  Y O U R

A C A D E M I C  J O U R N E Y  I N  T H E  U . S .  Y O U
C A N  E V E N  T H R O W  IT  A  PA R T Y

There’s a Secret
Code on It‌

W E L L ,  N O T  S E C R E T,  B UT  E V E RY  I - 2 0
H A S  A  B A R C O D E  AT  T H E  T O P .  T H AT ’ S
H O W  I M M I G R AT I O N  O F F I C I A L S  S C A N
Y O U R  D O C U M E NT  L I G HT N I N G  F A ST,
L I K E  A  B O A R D I N G  PA S S  F O R  Y O U R

E D U C AT I O N .



Fu
n F

act
s About

Fu
n F

acts
 About

Yo
ur I-20

You
r I-20

The Travel
Signature Isn't

Forever‌
T H AT  T R AV E L  S I G N AT U R E  O N  PA G E

2 ?  IT ’ S  O N LY  VA L I D  F O R  1 2
M O NT H S  ( O R  6  M O NT H S  I F  Y O U ’ R E
O N  O PT ) .  F O R G E T T I N G  T O  R E N E W

IT  C A N  C A U S E  I S S U E S  AT  T H E
B O R D E R !

It’s Not a Visa, But
It Can Get You One‌

S O M E  ST U D E NT S  C O N F U S E  T H E  I - 2 0  W IT H  A
V I S A .  IT ’ S  N O T.  T H E  I - 2 0  I S  T H E  D O C U M E NT

T H AT  G E T S  Y O U  T H E  V I S A ,  B UT  IT ’ S  N O T
P E R M I S S I O N  T O  E NT E R ,  T H E  V I S A  I S .

Each I-20 Has Its
Own SEVIS ID‌

T H E  N U M B E R  I N  T H E  U P P E R - R I G HT  C O R N E R  O F
Y O U R  I - 2 0  ( STA R T I N G  W IT H  " N " )  I S  Y O U R

U N I Q U E  S E V I S  I D .  IT  F O L L O W S  Y O U
E V E RY W H E R E ,  E V E N  I F  Y O U  T R A N S F E R  S C H O O L S

O R  C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S .
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You Can Have
Multiple I-20s‌

Y E P !  Y O U  C A N  H AV E  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  I - 2 0  I N
Y O U R  L I F E :

I N IT I A L  I - 2 0  (W H E N  Y O U  F I R ST  G E T
A D M IT T E D )
U P D AT E D  I - 2 0  ( I F  Y O U  C H A N G E  M A J O R S ,
E XT E N D  P R O G R A M ,  O R  U P D AT E  F U N D I N G )
T R AV E L  I - 2 0  ( S I G N E D  F O R  R E - E NT RY )
O PT  O R  C PT  I - 2 0  ( F O R  W O R K
A UT H O R I Z AT I O N )

It Can Help You Get
a Driver’s License

or SSN‌
M A NY  D MV S  A N D  S O C I A L

S E C U R IT Y  O F F I C E S  R E Q U I R E  Y O U R
I - 2 0  T O  V E R I FY  Y O U R  STAT U S  A N D

E L I G I B I L IT Y.

Transferring
Schools? You Still
Need a New I-

20‌
E V E N  I F  Y O U  D O N ’ T  L E AV E  T H E  U . S . ,
T R A N S F E R R I N G  T O  A  N E W  S C H O O L

M E A N S  G E T T I N G  A  W H O L E  N E W  I - 2 0
F R O M  Y O U R  N E W  I N ST IT UT I O N .  T H E
O L D  S C H O O L  M U ST  R E L E A S E  Y O U R

S E V I S  R E C O R D .



Every School Official
Has a Signature Spot‌

E V E R  W O N D E R  W H O  S I G N S  Y O U R  I - 2 0 ?
T H AT ’ S  T H E  D E S I G N AT E D  S C H O O L

O F F I C I A L  ( D S O ) ,  T H E  P E R S O N  W H O
B E C O M E S  O N E  O F  T H E  M O ST  I M P O R TA NT

C O NTA C T S  I N  Y O U R  U . S .  A C A D E M I C
L I F E .
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Don’t Ever Lose
It — Seriously‌

E V E N  E X P I R E D  I - 2 0 S  S H O U L D  B E  S AV E D .  I F
Y O U  A P P LY  F O R  O PT,  ST E M  E XT E N S I O N ,  O R

E V E N  A  G R E E N  C A R D  L AT E R  O N ,  Y O U  M AY  B E
A S K E D  F O R  A L L  P R I O R  I - 2 0 S .

It’s What Makes
CPT and OPT

Possible‌
WA NT  T O  W O R K  W H I L E  ST U DY I N G  O R
A FT E R  G R A D U AT I O N ?  Y O U ’ L L  N E E D  A

N E W  I - 2 0  W IT H  W O R K  A UT H O R I Z AT I O N
P R I NT E D  O N  IT.  IT ’ S  T H E  M A G I C  K E Y

T H AT  M A K E S  L E G A L  E M P L O Y M E NT
P O S S I B L E .

Changing Majors
or Address? The

I-20 Knows!‌
Y O U R  I - 2 0  G E T S  U P D AT E D  E V E RY

T I M E  Y O U  C H A N G E  S O M E T H I N G
I M P O R TA NT.  M A J O R ,  D E G R E E

L E V E L ,  F U N D I N G ,  A D D R E S S ,  E T C .
IT ’ S  L I K E  Y O U R  S C H O O L - L I F E

PA S S P O R T.


